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publication relating to the hero. Last year, an advertise- 
ment of the wood of a tree which had hung over the grave at 
Mount Vernon was inserted in the " National Intelligencer." 
I addressed myself to Lieutenant Maury, in order to procure 
what would make a cane for M. Jomard. I offered to pay the 
expense of a head of California gold. But no answer was 
given. Such a present would be deemed inestimable by the 
aged servant, whose heart may be said to lie in the New 
World. He and Baron Dupin are entirely strangers to what 
I write. 

I trust that Professor Felton will send us copies of his 
paper on the ancient Greek tablet which he found in Dr. 
Abbott's Egyptian museum. His communication to the 
"Athens Journal" of the 5th July was placed by me in 
the hands of the accomplished Hellenists, De Presle and 
D'Hivrey, who greatly admire his modern Greek and his 
patriotic zeal. 

Pardon this scrawl ; and be pleased to accept the liveliest 
respect and constant devotion of your old correspondent, 

Robert Walsh. 
Hon. Edward Everett. 

Mr. Deane deposited in the library of the Society a 
volume of Winslow Papers from 1638 to 1759, be- 
longing to Mr. Isaac P. Winslow, and subject to his 
order. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April 14, 1859. 

The Society held their annual meeting this day 
(Thursday), the 14th of April, in their rooms in 
Tremont Street, at twelve o'clock, noon ; the President, 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 
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The Librarian announced donations from the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society ; the New- York-State Agri- 
cultural Society ; the Royal Society of Antiquaries ; 
Department of State of the United States; the Ohio 
State Library; the Young Men's Mercantile-Library 
Association of Cincinnati ; the Boston Athenaeum ; the 
City of Boston ; the proprietors of the " Congregational 
Quarterly ; " John Wilson, Esq. ; Rev. A. P. Peabody ; 
Samuel A. Green, Esq., M.D. ; Thomas S. Kirkbridge, 
Esq., M.D. ; Francis Lousada, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul; General John S. Tyler; Hon. John P. Ken- 
nedy ; S. C. Newman, Esq. ; A. Erving, Esq. ; E. 
Robinson, Esq. ; Hon. Joel Parker ; and from Messrs. 
Bigelow, Blagden, Bowen, Lamson, Lothrop, Quincy, 
Robbins, Savage, Shurtleff, Sumner, Warren, Webb, 
and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of accept- 
ance from Hon. Edward Coles, of Pennsylvania ; also 
a letter from Rev. William Barry, Librarian of the 
Chicago Historical Society, acknowledging the recep- 
tion of this Society's tribute to Prescott. 

The President read a communication from General 
Sumner, placing at the disposal of the Standing Com- 
mittee ten copies of his " History of East Boston," 
for transmission to such learned societies and foreign 
correspondents of the Society as the Committee might 
select. 

The President communicated the following letter 
from Hon. Richard Rush, an Honorary Member of the 
Society : — » 
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Hon. Robert C. Winthrop. 

My deae Sir, — A troublesome cold I have been laboring 
under has delayed this acknowledgment of the highly ac- 
ceptable pamphlet containing the Proceedings of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, convened to do honor to the 
memory of Mr. Prescott. The pamphlet is but the more 
welcome from my recognizing your handwriting on the 
fly-leaf. I now beg leave to return my grateful thanks for 
it. I have read the whole with feelings in full unison with 
the homage it so well embodies to the exalted name of the 
illustrious deceased. It is so seldom — so very seldom — 
that we have beheld, in the long stream of time, the renown 
of a great intellectual name going hand in hand with personal 
virtues and accomplishments of the highest order, that we 
may feel a just pride in our country having given to the 
world a shining example of this rare double excellence in our 
Prescott. 

In October, 1847, I met, at the house of a distinguished 
personage in Paris, the venerable Baron Humboldt ; to whom 
the Prussian minister, Count d'Arnim, presented me. He 
spoke of Mr. Prescott in the highest terms ; saying, among 
his tributes, that his fame was higher, perhaps, in Germany 
than in England, — justly as he was appreciated in England. 
His words, besides falling gratefully on my ear as the com- 
patriot of Mr. Prescott, reached the little group near me, 
while the venerable philosopher and savant was speaking. 

Soon afterwards, it was my good fortune to receive a 
letter from Mr. Prescott, stating that he had, for some years, 
been collecting manuscripts from the different capitals of 
Europe to illustrate the "History of Philip the Second, 
of Spain ; " that he had ascertained that the papers of Cardi- 
nal Granville, comprising an important mass of documents 
bearing upon his investigations, were at Besangon ; and that, 
under this information, he had sent an agent there to examine 
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the archives. His agent learned that the papers had been 
removed to Paris, and were in course of publication by the 
French Government, but would not be on sale. Mr. Prescott's 
letter further stated, that, under these circumstances, a friend 
of his in Paris, Count de Circourt (in whom I, too, claimed a 
friend), had encouraged him to believe that an application 
from me to the French Government on the subject might 
be favorably received. I at once addressed a note to the 
Minister of Public Instruction (then M. de Salvandy), de- 
signed to promote Mr. Prescott's object as far as practicable. 
Almost on the next day came the minister's answer, accom- 
panied by six quarto volumes, comprising the whole collection 
of Cardinal Granville's papers. I caused the volumes to be 
transmitted to Mr. Prescott, appreciating this prompt homage 
to letters on the part of Louis Philippe's government ; and I 
add, that I performed no act in the public station I held in 
Paris which gave me more sincere pleasure. 

With renewed thanks to the Massachusetts Historical 
Society for the valued pamphlet, and to yourself, I pray 
you, my dear sir, to accept the assurances of my very 
friendly consideration and esteem. 

Richard Etjsh. 
Philadelphia, March 12, 1859. 

Mr. Livermore presented the Annual Eeport of the 
Standing Committee for the year ending this day; which 
was accepted, and ordered to be placed on file, subject 
to the disposal of the Committee on printing the Pro- 
ceedings. 

Report of the Standing Committee. 

In presenting their Annual Report, the Standing Committee 
perform a duty required by the By-laws of the Society. Their 
Reports at each stated monthly meeting have necessarily been 
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brief, and by no means supersede the necessity of a summary 
review of their transactions at the close of the official year. 

The duties of the Standing Committee, as carefully stated 
in Chapter X. of the By-laws, are neither few nor unimpor- 
tant. They are : — 

Art. 1. — The Standing Committee, as vacancies may occur in the 
Society by death or otherwise, shall, at their discretion, report nomina- 
tions for Resident Members to fill the same. 

Art. 2. — They shall pay the current expenses of the Society ; 
drawing on the Treasurer, from time to time, for such sums as may 
be necessary for that purpose. 

Art. 3. — They shall annually, in the month of April, make a 
careful examination of the Library and Museum of the Society, and 
also of the Dowse Library ; comparing the books, manuscripts, and 
other articles in each, with their catalogues respectively, and reporting 
at the April meeting, in detail, concerning their condition. 

Art. 4. — They shall record in full, in a book kept by them for 
the purpose, any permission granted by any one of their number 
for the consultation of the manuscripts of the Society by persons 
not members. 

Art. 5. — They shall meet in the Society's rooms one hour previous 
to every regular meeting, for the fulfilment of their appropriate duties, 
and for the purpose of facilitating the transaction of such business as 
will be brought before the Society. 

Art. 6. — They shall, at every meeting, report to the Society all 
their doings since the last meeting, suggesting at the same time such 
business as they may deem advisable to bring before it. 

In addition to the regular and general duties prescribed 
above, the Standing Committee are frequently charged with 
the consideration and execution of important measures intro- 
duced at the stated meetings of the Society, but not finally 
disposed of there. 

On this Committee, therefore, devolve, to a great extent, 
the labor and the responsibility of conducting the affairs 
of the Society. It is a good provision of the By-laws which 
requires two, at least, of their number to retire from office 
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each year ; thus enabling the Society to avail itself annually 
of the services of members fresh from their own ranks. 

The subjects considered in this Report will be presented 
in the order in which they stand in the By-laws. 

NOMINATION OF MEMBERS. 

By the original Act of Incorporation, passed in 1794, the 
number of Resident Members could not exceed sixty. While 
that Act remained in force, nominations were only made to fill 
vacancies occasioned by the death or the resignation of 
members. It was in no exclusive spirit, or desire to limit 
the honors or the privileges of the Society, that its founders 
thus restricted the number of members. They selected the hive 
as the device for their seal ; and " Sic vos, non vobis," was 
their motto. All were to be workers, each in his own way. 
Whilst the labor of gathering and storing the riches of 
history devolved upon tbem, the fruits of their industry 
were to be as freely enjoyed by others as by themselves. 
Every person who was nominated, and accepted membership, 
was expected to take a direct personal interest in the welfare 
of the Society; and to contribute, as far as he might be 
able, and in his own way, of his time, or his talents, or his 
pecuniary means, for the furtherance of the objects for 
which this Association was established. 

As the community became more populous, and as the 
interest in historical investigations increased, it was decided 
by the Society — without departing from the original prin- 
ciple which guided its founders — to ask permission of the 
Legislature to make a corresponding addition of members. 

In April, 1857, an Act was passed enabling the Society 
to have "as many as one hundred Resident Members, at 
their discretion." It was, however, understood and agreed, 
when this amendment of the charter was asked for, that 
the whole number of new members should not be imme- 
diately filled ; and accordingly a provision was inserted in the 
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By-laws, that not more than two Resident Members should be 
nominated for election at the same meeting. 

The nomination of members is a matter that has required 
the most careful deliberation and the best judgment of the 
Committee. The Recording Secretary, according to the By- 
laws (chap, i., art. 2), keeps a book, in which " any Resident 
Member may enter the name of any person whom he may 
regard as suitable for membership." But the duty of 
selecting from this list of names, and of reporting nomina- 
tions to the Society, rests entirely with the Standing Com- 
mittee. They have allowed no political, religious, or personal 
bias to influence them in their choice. Every nomination 
that has been submitted to the Society has been by the 
unanimous agreement of the Committee ; and they have been 
gratified by the fact, that all their nominations have been con- 
firmed by the Society. Eighteen Resident Members have 
been elected the past year, — making the present number 
of Resident Members eighty-three ; and the whole number of 
Honorary, Corresponding, and Resident Members, at this 
time, one hundred and ninety-one. Three of our Resident 
Members — Lemuel Shattuck, William H. Prescott, and Ed- 
ward A. Crowninshield — have been taken away by death, 
and their decease has been properly noticed by the Society. 
Among the Honorary Members, the loss of Henry Hallam 
of London, and of Robert Walsh of Paris, received special 
notice. 

EXPENSES OF THE SOCIETY. 

The Standing Committee are required by the By-laws to 
" pay the current expenses of the Society; drawing on the 
Treasurer, from time to time, for such sums as may be neces- 
sary for that purpose." 

With the enlarged numbers and increased activity of the 
Society, the expenses have been considerably increased ; 
and the Committee have been obliged to restrict their ope- 
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rations, that they might not exceed the income at their 
disposal. 

A carefully prepared statement of the financial condition 
of the Society, giving in detail an account of the items 
which compose its permanent funds, and its other resources, 
has been made out by the Treasurer, and will be submitted 
in print at this meeting. It will show that the permanent 
funds of the Society are safely invested, and that the income 
from them has been regularly applied to the uses for which 
the funds were given. 

The present income of the Appleton Fund will enable 
the Publishing Committee to print a new volume of Col- 
lections without delay. 

The Historical Trust Fund — given by the Hon. David 
Sears — has been used, under the sanction of its liberal 
donor, towards the payment for the Society's building. If 
a vote were passed, directing the payment of the interest 
on this fund towards diminishing the amount due on account 
of the purchase of this building, something would be done 
towards the accomplishment of a most desirable object, — the 
reduction of the Society's standing debt. 

The Dowse Fund provides a sufficient income for warming 
the library-room, for insurance on the books, and for a portion 
of the salary of the Librarian. 

The donation by the venerated senior member of the 
Society, Hon. Josiah Quincy, of the copyright of his " Life 
of John Quincy Adams," has already yielded to the Society 
the sum of two hundred and twenty-five dollars, as the 
first-fruits of that generous gift. The Committee recom- 
mend that this amount be appropriated towards the printing 
of the Catalogue, — one of the objects specified by Mr. 
Quincy. 

The unrestricted income applicable to the general expenses 
of the Society is received from the annual assessments and 
admission-fees of members, and from the sale of the Society's 

31 
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publications. All these are insufficient for this purpose ; and 
the general account shows a balance due to the Treasurer of 
three hundred and twelve dollars and thirty-seven cents. 

It should be gratefully remembered, that this deficit would 
have been much more serious but for the timely aid which 
our treasury received in the proceeds of the " Eulogy on 
Mr. Dowse," by our distinguished associate Mr. Everett, 
whose remarkable accomplishments and gifts, while they 
have enriched so many other associations, have not passed 
over our own, without leaving substantial and memorable 
results. 

THE LIBRARY, CABINET, ETC. 

The Standing Committee are required by the By-laws to 
make annually, in the month of April, a careful examination 
of the Library and Museum of the Society ; comparing the 
books, manuscripts, and other articles in each, with their 
catalogues respectively, and reporting at the April meeting, 
in detail, concerning their condition. The want of a proper 
catalogue of these collections has prevented the Committee 
from making the careful examination and comparison which 
is intended. They can report only in general terms, that 
they have found the Library and Museum in their usual 
order; and would refer the Society, for the particulars of 
the accessions, present condition, and wants of these de- 
partments, to the Reports of the Librarian and the Cabinet- 
keeper. 

CATALOGUE. 

A special duty assigned to the Standing Committee the 
present year was the publication of a Catalogue of the 
Society's Library. Considerable progress has been made 
in this work, under the charge of the Secretary and Mr. 
Deane. A specimen of two hundred and forty pages is 
presented for the inspection of members, that they may be 
able not only to see how much has been done, but also 
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to obtain a general idea of the character and appearance 
of the Catalogue. 

For defraying the expense of publishing the Catalogue, 
a subscription was commenced ; by the terms of which, each 
person who contributed fifty dollars or more was entitled 
to a complete set of the Society's Collections. The amount 
received on this subscription is six hundred and five dollars. 
The cost of printing, thus far, is four hundred and forty-one 
dollars and seven cents ; leaving a balance in the hands of 
the Treasurer of one hundred and sixty-three dollars and 
ninety-three cents. It is for the Society to decide how the 
further payment for printing the Catalogue shall be provided 
for. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

By a vote of the Society in April last, the Standing 
Committee were authorized to publish such a selection from 
the recent Proceedings of the Society as they deemed to 
be of general interest. The Chairman and Secretary were 
appointed a Subcommittee to carry this vote into effect. 
Circumstances beyond their control have compelled the 
Committee to delay the publication of the work until the 
present time. They are able to-day to submit to the Society, 
as the result of their labor, a volume of over four hundred 
pages, illustrated with several fine engravings, executed 
expressly for this work, without expense to the Society. 
The entire cost of printing and binding the edition of five 
hundred copies is six hundred and seventy-six dollars and 
seventy-three cents. Had the illustrations been engraved 
at the expense of the Society, the cost of the edition would 
have exceeded a thousand dollars. The bills for printing 
and binding have been paid ; and the entire receipts for 
sales of the volume can be used towards defraying the 
current expenses of the Society the coming year. The 
Committee recommend that the volume be sent to the in- 
stitutions and individuals which have heretofore received 
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the Collections of the Society, either by courtesy or ex- 
change; and that the price at which the volume is sold 
be fixed at two dollars per copy. 

We are indebted to the liberality of the executors of 
the late Samuel Appleton for a beautiful engraving from the 
Society's portrait of the munificent founder of the Appleton 
Fund; to Edward Belknap, Esq., for an engraving of the 
head of his grandfather, the late Jeremy Belknap, also for 
a fine line engraving of Gullager's portrait of Washington, 
which is particularly noticed by Dr. Belknap in his journal, 
recently presented to the Society, and a portion of which 
is printed in the Proceedings. This head of Washington 
has never before been engraved ; and, having been taken 
during Washington's visit to Boston in 1789, it will be 
regarded with interest. The portraits of Thomas Dowse 
from Wight's painting, and of Edward Everett from Stuart's 
unfinished sketch, painted in 1821, — the only portraits in the 
Dowse Library, — were furnished by Mr. Dowse's executors. 

Our Corresponding Member, — Benjamin R. Winthrop, of 
New York, — learning that the Committee of Publication 
desired to adorn their volume with an engraving of the 
Washington Chair, which he presented to the Society, 
generously offered to defray the expense of the engraving. 

A few words respecting the object and character of the 
publication may most easily be given in the words of the pre- 
face to the volume ; and with this extract the Standing Com- 
mittee will close their Report : — 

" The publication of the Proceedings of the Society is not 
intended to interfere with that of the Collections, of which 
three series, and a part of the fourth, — thirty-four volumes 
in all, — ■ have already been issued, and another volume is 
now in charge of a Publishing Committee. The Collections 
have hitherto been necessarily of quite a miscellaneous 
character. The liberal provisions of the Appleton Fund 
will hereafter allow the Society to publish annually a hand- 
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some volume from original manuscripts of permanent interest, 
either from its own archives or from other sources ; while 
the Proceedings will contain an account of the stated and 
special meetings, the reports of committees, correspondence, 
announcements of donations, and papers of a less elabo- 
rate character, prepared by members, and read before the 
Society. 

" Another volume of Proceedings, commencing with the 
Annual Meeting in April, 1858, is already in press. The 
Committee hope that there will also be prepared, at some 
convenient and not very remote time, a digest or selection 
from the Society's records, which may give a connected 
history of its origin and early transactions, — that the 
Society may thus acknowledge, in the most fitting manner, 
its indebtedness to the founders and early members by 
whose exertions, so wisely applied, it was established on a 
basis which has secured its continued usefulness and in- 
creasing prosperity." 

Eespectfully submitted. 

For the Standing Committee, 

George Livermore. 
Boston, April 14, 1859. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to 
George Livermore, Esq., — to whose untiring labors and 
unfailing liberality the Society have owed so much, — 
for his valuable services as Chairman of the Standing 
Committee during the past year, and also to Colonel 
Thomas Aspinwall, his faithful associate, on their 
retirement from the Committee, under the rules of 
rotation. 

The Librarian and the Cabinet-keeper presented their 
Annual Reports, which were accepted, and ordered to 
be placed on file, and to be printed in the Proceedings. 
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Annual Report of the Librarian. 

The Librarian respectfully submits the Annual Report 
required of him by the Rules. 

The different items of addition to the library during the 
past year amount in all to two thousand three hundred and 
sixty-eight; viz., two thousand and ten pamphlets, three 
hundred and forty-four bound volumes, ten maps, three col- 
lections of manuscripts, and one unbound volume of news- 
papers. This is about a thousand more distinct items of 
donation than were received last year. The number of bound 
volumes, however, is a hundred and fifteen less ; the manu- 
scripts, much less in number and in importance ; and the 
entire addition, though in some particulars of great value 
and interest, has not, as a whole, so much that is rare, 
curious, and of service, as that of last year. It is sufficiently 
ample, however, to inspire — what in every case, it is be- 
lieved, has been expressed — our acknowledgments and grati- 
tude to the donors, and to beget the pleasant conviction, that 
our library is more and more attracting the attention both 
of our own members, and of persons and societies at a dis- 
tance, through whose contributions it is becoming the 
depository of biblical treasures, whose value can hardly 
be calculated in dollars and cents. 

Of the bound volumes added to the library, twenty-three 
have been procured in exchange for sets of our own Col- 
lections, and consist of three very valuable works: viz., 
Dugdale's " Monasticon," eight volumes ; Thurloe's " State 
Papers," seven volumes ; Rushworth's " State Papers," eight 
volumes. Among the other bound volumes may be men- 
tioned, as interesting or important, Dart's " History of West- 
minster Abbey " and Rapin's " History of England," presented 
by Charles Hancock, Esq., and which were, probably, once a 
part of the librar}' of Governor Hancock. 
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2. Lodge's " Illustrations of British History," three volumes ; 
Anderson's " History of Commerce," four volumes ; Ekins' 
" Naval Battles," one volume, — presented by T. J. Herring. 

3. Twenty small volumes of curious and valuable tracts 
relating to various subjects, theological and historical ; espe- 
cial English maritime enterprises and discoveries in Sir 
Francis Drake's time, — presented by our associate, Hon. 
C. H. Warren. 

4. Thirty-three volumes of American literature, — dramas, 
poems, and other works, — published in this country soon 
after the Revolution; presented by our associate, George 
Ticknor, Esq. 

5. Anburey's " Travels," one volume, from the library of 
the late Eben Francis ; presented by his daughters, Mrs. 
Bowditch and Mrs. Mason. 

The manuscripts received are, 1. The Waldron Papers, 
presented by Mrs. Benjamin Guild ; consisting of forty-three 
letters of William Waldron, and two of Mrs. Waldron. 

2. Governor Jonathan Belcher's Letter-book, presented by 
Hon. C. H. Warren. 

3. Manuscript notes of sermons of various preachers, made 
probably from 1680 to 1700, by an Elisha Cook, sen. ; and 
presented by our associate, Leverett Saltonstall, Esq. 

Of the maps received, four are county maps, presented by 
the County Commission, and are maps of Plymouth County, 
Bristol County, Norfolk County ; and of Barnstable, Nan- 
tucket, and Duke's County, on one map. Two are maps of 
the Crimea and of the Baltic Sea, and two are manuscript 
Chinese maps, presented by Lieutenant Preble, of the United- 
States Navy. 

These various items of donation to the library — three 
thousand three hundred and sixty-eight — have been received 
from a hundred and forty-eight different sources; which is 
an increase in the number of contributors, over that of last 
year, of forty-four. The individual contributors are a hun- 
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dred and fourteen; which is an increase over those of last 
year of thirty-one, and that increase is chiefly from among 
members of the Society. The civil or municipal governments, 
literary societies, and other associations contributing, are 
thirty-four; which is an increase of thirteen over those of 
last year. 

The use of the library, as determined by the number of 
books taken out, and by visits to it for the purposes of reading 
and investigation, in our agreeable rooms, has largely in- 
creased during the year. All the books taken out have been 
returned, and in good condition, except two, — Walker's 
" History of Industry," and one volume of " Purchas," — 
which are retained on special permission of the Standing 
Committee. No book has been lost. The two volumes re- 
ported as missing last year — Young's " Chronicles of the 
Pilgrims," and Sargent's " History of Braddock's Expedition " 
— have not been found ; but the latter has been replaced by 
a new copy, the gift of the President of the Society. The 
classification of the books in the Society's library remains 
as announced last year: but the volumes have been re- 
numbered in accordance with the classification; and the 
Dowse Library has been arranged, as far as was found 
practicable, in conformity with the plan presented in the 
Librarian's Report of last year. The necessity of more 
shelf-room, and larger provision for our increasing treasures, 
is a matter demanding the serious attention of the Standing 
Committee and the whole Society. All our present shelf- 
room is crowded to overflowing; and many books received 
the past year have no place assigned them. There are no 
shelves for them. There is a necessity resting upon us to 
make more provision for the accommodation of our increasing 
library. When this is to be done, is a question upon which 
probably there can be but one opinion. This provision is 
to be made in the large room, in the third story of the 
building. What this provision shall be, and how it shall 
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be effected, are questions which the Librarian deems it his 
duty to urge upon the speedy and earnest consideration of 
the Society. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

S. K. Lothrop, Librarian. 



Report of the Cabinet-Keeper. 

The Cabinet-Keeper, in accordance with the requirements 
of the By-laws of the Society, presents the following as his 
Annual Report, expressive of the condition of the museum 
intrusted to his care : — 

The property of the Society which falls under the par- 
ticular charge of the Keeper of the Cabinet consists of a 
large variety of articles, the value of which mainly depends 
upon the historical associations connected with them, and upon 
the aid which they furnish the archaeological student in 
pursuing antiquarian investigations. Among these may be 
mentioned a valuable collection of portraits of individuals, 
who, in some of the many callings and relations of life, have 
become sufficiently noted to entitle them to a personal re- 
membrance in a Society devoted solely to historical pursuits. 
Besides these, there are many curiosities illustrative of the 
peculiar customs and social habits of the people of the Oceanic 
Islands, and of various foreign countries; and, more espe- 
cially, of the aboriginal inhabitants of the American Continent, 
who were occupants of the soil before the settlement of 
Europeans. Many remembrancers of the olden time, — of the 
fathers of New England, and of the more recent revolution- 
ary period, are preserved in the cabinet with great care, as 
among the most desirable and valuable of treasures. A con- 
siderable number of coins and medals, and a numerous collec- 

32 
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tion of other articles of small size, together with a few works 
of art and ingenuity, comprise the remaining objects of the 
Society's museum. 

This department of the Society's treasures does not appear 
in an advantageous light. Although all the portraits have 
been carefully arranged and labelled during the past year, 
many of them require the labor and skill of a competent 
artist to restore their decaying canvas and fading colors. 
The coins and medals require suitable cases for their preser- 
vation and exhibition; and the smaller matters, which are 
generally considered as cabinet articles, require one or more 
glazed cases, such as the one which has been placed upon the 
table in the library-room since the Report of the last annual 
meeting. There is a small room in the third story of the 
Society's building which apparently would serve well the 
purpose of a cabinet-room for the small articles, if it could 
be properly shelved, and supplied with cases. With such a 
room, suitably fitted, the cabinet might be displayed to sight, 
and the Keeper of it might feel somewhat contented and 
proud of his position ; and the department be, as it should be, 
a prominent matter of interest to the members of the Society, 
and of the community which daily visits the rich stores of the 
library so intimately connected with it. 

The general prosperity which affects the Society, it is 
hoped, will soon reach the cabinet. Yet it is a matter of 
considerable congratulation, that the articles are safe. No 
loss, as far as can be ascertained, has been sustained by the 
cabinet ; and it only remains for the Society to say the word, 
and find the means, and it can at any time assume a prominent 
position, and afford its proportionate part of interest to those 
who visit the rooms either for study or the gratification of a 
proper curiosity. 

Several additions have been made to the cabinet during 
the past year ; but these have not been so numerous as could 
be desired, or as would reasonably be expected, if there were 
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ample means for their exhibition. It is the ardent wish of 
the undersigned, that another year will be productive of more 
gratifying results. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

Nathl.'B. Shurtleff, 
Boston, 14th April, 1859. Cabinet-Keeper. 



The Treasurer presented his Report in print, which 
was accepted. 

Treasurer's Report. 

In compliance with the request of the Standing Committee, 
the Treasurer presents the following statement of the financial 
condition of the Society : — 

GENERAL ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDING APRIL, 1859. 

DEBITS. 

Interest to Suffolk Savings Bank $1,650.00 

John Appleton, — Salary 625.00 

George Arnold, „ 312.00 

Insurance 187.50 

City of Boston Taxes 870.63 

Preparing Belknap Papers 128.00 

Printing and binding 357.36 

Printing and binding " Proceedings of the Society "... 676.73 

Reprinting vol. x. of First Series of " Collections " . . . . 315.34 

Sundry expenses 182.19 

Furniture and Gas-fixtures 130.54 

Labor 55.12 

Fuel 70.25 

Stationery 46.34 

Historical Trust-Fund 318.57 

$5,425.57 

CREDITS. ===== 

Balance of last year's Account $124.95 

Rent of Suffolk Savings Bank 2,200.00 

Income of the Dowse Fund 600.00 

Proceeds of Eulogy on Thomas Dowse, by Hon. Edward 

Everett 700.00 

Admission-fees 180.00 

Annual assessments 350.00 

Sales of Society's Publications 358.62 

Suffolk Savings Bank, — Taxes 370.63 

Sundries 4.00 

Sales of " Life of John Q. Adams " 225.00 

Balance due Treasurer 312.37 

$5,425.57 
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THE APPLETON FUND. 

This fund consists of ten thousand dollars, presented to 
the Society by the executors of the will of the late Samuel 
Appleton, Nov. 18, 1854, on the condition that its income 
shall be applied to the purchase, preservation, and publication 
of historical material. Volumes third and fourth of the 
Fourth Series of the Society's Collections were printed at 
the charge of this fund. It is invested, as it was received 
from the executors, in the stocks named below. 

Account ending April, 1869. 

DEBITS. 

Due Treasurer $4.63 

Paid for copying 15.14 

Balance in Treasurer's hands 570.23 



$590.00 



CREDITS. 

Dividends on 2 Shares of Amoskeag Company $140.00 

„ j, Stark Company 80.00 

Share „ Appleton Company 80.00 

„ Hamilton Company 80.00 

„ Merrimack Company 90.00 

„ Cotton Mills 40.00 

„ Suffolk Company 40.00 

„ Manchester Prints 40.00 



$590.00 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL TRUST-FUND. 

This fund consists of two thousand dollars, presented to 
the Society, Oct. 15, 1855, by Hon. David Sears, the annual 
income of which may be expended in certain specified ob- 
jects, as the Society may, by special vote, direct. 

Account to April, 1859. 

CREDITS. 

By Income to Mar. 1, 1856 $32.00 

„ „ „ Sept. 1, 1856 60.00 

„ „ „ Sept. 1, 1857 125.52 

„ „ „ Sept. 1, 1858 133.05 

$350.67 

This sum is at the disposal of the Society. 
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THE DOWSE FUND. 

This fund is ten thousand dollars. It was presented to 
the Society, April, 1857, by the executors of the will of the 
late Thomas Dowse ; and it is invested in a note signed by 
Edward Hyde and 0. W. Watriss, secured by mortgage on real 
estate. The income, six hundred dollars, is used for heating 
the library-room, insurance on the library, and a portion of 
the salary of the Librarian. 

THE CATALOGUE FUND. 

This is a special fund, raised by subscription during the 
last year towards printing the Catalogue of the Society's 
library. 

DEBITS. 

Paid John Wilson and Son for two hundred and forty pages 

of the Catalogue in type $441.07 

Balance in the Treasurer's hands 163.93 

$605.00 

CEEDITS. 

Subscriptions received $605.00 

$605.00 

PROPERTY OF THE SOCIETY. 

The Estate on Tremont Street. — The Society purchased, 
March 6, 1833, of the Provident Savings Institution, the 
second story and one-half of the attic story of this building 
for $6,500 ; and on the 13th of March, 1856, the remainder of 
the interest of this institution, for $35,000. A portion of this 
was paid by subscription ; and, for the remainder, the Society 
mortgaged the whole estate to the Suffolk Savings Bank for 
Seamen and Others for $27,500. The lower floor is leased to 
this bank for fifteen years, from March 1, 1856, for $2,200 
per year. It was the intention to provide an annual sum for 
the extinction of this debt ; but the recent activities of the 
Society have created so large a demand on the treasury, that 
this has not been possible. 
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The Library, Paintings, and Cabinet. — The library con- 
sists of about eight thousand bound volumes, and thirteen 
thousand pamphlets. 

The Society's Collections. — These consist of the thirty-four 
volumes of the " Collections," and one volume of " Proceed- 
ings," — about six thousand volumes, which are for sale. 

The Appleton Fund, of ten thousand dollars. 

The Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund, of two thousand 
dollars. 

The Dowse Library. — This library was presented to the 
Society by the late Thomas Dowse, and consists of about five 
thousand volumes. 

The Dowse Fund, of ten thousand dollars. 

The Copyright of the " Life of John Quincy Adams." — 
This was presented to the Society by Hon. Josiah Quincy. 

THE INCOME. 

The income of the Society consists of an annual assess- 
ment, on each Resident Member, of five dollars, or, instead, 
the payment of sixty dollars ; the admission-fee of ten dollars 
of new members ; the rent of the lower floor of the Society's 
building ; the income of the Dowse Fund ; the sales of the 
publications of the Society, and the sales of the " Life of 
John Quincy Adams." There is no income for the purchase 
of books ; nor, indeed, is there a reliable income at all ade- 
quate to the proper maintenance of an institution of so much 
public interest and utility. 

Richard Frothingham, Jun., Treasurer. 
April 9, 1859. 



Boston, April 13, 1859. — The undersigned, a Committee to examine 
the accounts of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical Society, have 
attended to that duty, and report that the accounts are properly vouched 
and correctly cast ; and that there is due to the Treasurer, on the general 
account, three hundred and twelve dollars, thirty-seven cents ; and that there 
is in his hands, on the Appleton Fund, five hundred and seventy dollars, 
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twenty cents ; and on the Trust-Fund, so called, three hundred and fifty 
dollars, fifty-seven cents ; and on the Catalogue Fund, a hundred and sixty- 
three dollars, ninety-eight cents. 

Wm. Sturgis, 

N. I. BOWDITCH, )- Committee. 

Wm. Appleton, 



A communication was received from Charles B. 
Norton, Esq., of New York, accompanying, and con- 
veying to the Society, a printed document, of which 
the following is a copy: — 

Oaths appointed to be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy ; and Declaration. 

I, A. B., do sincerely promise and swear, that I will be 
faithful, and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King William 
the Third. So help me God. 

I, A. B., do swear, that I do, from my heart, abhor, detest, 
and abjure, as impious and heretical, that damnable doctrine 
and position, that princes excommunicated, or deprived by 
the Pope or any authority of the See of Rome, may be deposed 
or murdered by their subjects, or any other whatsoever ; and 
I do declare, that no foreign prince, person, prelate, state, or 
potentate, hath or ought to have any jurisdiction, power, 
superiority, pre-eminence, or authority, — ecclesiastical or 
spiritual, — within the realm of England. So help me God. 

I, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God, 
profess, testify, and declare, that I do believe, that, in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, there is not any transub- 
stantiation of the elements of bread and wine into the body 
and blood of Christ, at or after the consecration thereof by 
any person whatsoever ; and that the invocation or adoration 
of the Virgin Mary, or any other saint, and the sacrifice of 
the mass, as they are now used in the Church of Rome, 
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are superstitious and idolatrous. And I do solemnly, in 
the presence of God, profess, testify, and declare, that I 
do make this declaration, and every part thereof, in the 
plain and ordinary sense of the words read unto me, as 
they are commonly understood by English Protestants, 
without any evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation 
whatsoever, and without any dispensation already granted 
me for this purpose by the Pope, or any authority or person 
whatsoever ; or without any hope of any such dispensation 
from any authority or person whatsoever ; or without thinking 
that I am or can be acquitted before God or man, or absolved 
of this declaration, or any part thereof, — although the Pope, 
or any other person or persons or power whatsoever, should 
dispense with or annul the same, or declare that it was null 
and void from the beginning. 



Thomas Perley. 
William Wilson. 
Jereh. Sweyne. 
Edward Jackson. 
William Vesey. 
Nathl. Knoulton. 
Joseph Sherman. 
John White. 
Phinehas Upham. 
Elezer Frary. 
James Davis. 
Saml. Fogg. 
John White. 
David Haseltine. 
John Kimball. 
Andr. Belcher. 



John Haven. 
Abram. Preble, Jun. 
Tho. Sawin. 
Edward Fobes. 
Jos. Wolcott. 
James Coffin. 
James Warren. 
Saml. Checkley. 
Thomas Oakes. 
Jon. Goreham. 
Ebenezer Brenton. 
John Bagshot (?). 
Jedidiah Dewey. 
John Osgood. 
Samuell Robinson. 



Boston, May 27th, 1702. 
The twenty-nine persons within subscribed took the within- 
written oaths, repeated and subscribed the declaration, and 
signed the association on the other side. 



Before us, 



Elisha Cooke, 
Sam. Sewall. 
Jse. Addington 



r i 

'ON,) 



Of the 

Council. 
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Association. 

Whereas there has been a horrid and detestable conspiracy- 
formed and carried on by Papists and other wicked and 
traitorous persons for assassinating His Majesty's royal 
person, in order to encourage an invasion from France, to 
subvert our religion, laws, and liberty, — we, whose names 
are hereunto subscribed, do heartily, sincerely, and solemnly 
profess, testify, and declare, that His present Majesty King 
William is rightful and lawful King of the realms of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland; and we do mutually promise and 
engage to stand by and assist each other to the utmost of 
our power, in the support and defence of His Majesty's 
most sacred person and government against the late King 
James and all his adherents. And, in case His Majesty come 
to any violent or untimely death (which God forbid), we do 
hereby further freely and unanimously oblige ourselves to 
unite, associate, and stand by each other, in revenging the 
same upon his enemies and their adherents, and in supporting 
and defending the succession of the crown according to an 
Act made in the first year of the reign of King William and 
Queen Mary, intituled " An Act declaring the rights and 
liberties of the subject, and settling the succession of the 
crown." 



Jeremiah Sweyne. 
Jedidiah Dewey. 
John Osgood. 
Samuel Robinson. 
Thomas Perley. 
William Wilson. 
Edward Jackson. 
John White. 
Nathl. Knoulton. 
Saml. Fogg. 
Phinehas Upham. 
John White. 
Andr. Belcher. 
John Ha yen. 
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Jos. Wolcott. 
Tho. Sawin. 
Saml. Checkley. 
Ebenezer Brenton. 
William Vesey. 
Joseph Sherman. 
Elezer Frary. 
James Davis. 
David Haseltine. 
John Kimball. 
Abram. Preble, Jun. 
Edward Fobes. 
James Warren. 
Jon. Goreham. 
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Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to 
Mr. Norton for his acceptable donation to the archives 
of the Society. 

Baron Charles Dupin and M. Jomard, of France, 
were elected Honorary Members ; and Hon. H. D. 
Gilpin, of Philadelphia, a Corresponding Member. 

The President asked the attention of the Society to 
the following communication from William H. Gardiner, 
Esq., an executor of the will of Mr. Prescott, and one 
of his most intimate friends : — 

Boston, April 13, 1859. 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, 

President of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

My dear Sir, — I address you in your official capacity, for 
the purpose of communicating the fact, that our much-lamented 
friend Prescott made in his last will an appropriate bequest 
to the venerable Society over which you preside, and of 
which he was himself a distinguished member, fully appre- 
ciated by his associates while he lived, and worthily honored 
in their published notice of his death. 

You are doubtless aware — for the fact was familiar to all 
his personal friends, and has even been mentioned in more 
than one publication on both sides of the Atlantic, I think — 
that this eminent historian and peaceful man of letters was 
well pleased to be the possessor of two swords, which used to 
hang, crossing each other, over the recess of the great win- 
dow in his library. 

You have probably yourself seen them there, and have 
perhaps heard him speak of them. They often gave him 
occasion for a pleasant remark, or for the brief narration of a 
little piece of family history, or of some other anecdote con- 
nected with them, as often as the singularity of the circum- 
stance appeared to fix the attention of some stranger among 
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his guests. For in that elegant apartment, used by him 
commonly as a reception-room, where the visitor found himself 
surrounded by some thousands of choice books in beautiful 
bindings, together with busts and pictures of distinguished 
men of letters, and other appropriate symbols of literary ease 
and culture, the eye was struck, at the entrance, by the strange 
contrast of these two martial implements, which seemed to be 
purposely so disposed as to attract attention; for they occu- 
pied a most conspicuous place among the chosen decorations 
of the room. 

They were purposely so placed, not as unmeaning orna- 
ments, but because they were ancestral memorials, with a 
story attached to them. This, as you know, was enough to 
give them a peculiar value in the estimate of our friend Pres- 
cott, who in that, as in some other characteristics, bore a 
certain resemblance to Sir Walter Scott. 

Of these two weapons, the one was the sword of his re- 
nowned grandfather, Colonel William Prescott, and was worn 
by that distinguished officer on the eventful day when he 
commanded the American forces in the redoubt on Bunker's 
Hill ; or, since I address the President of an Historical So- 
ciety, I suppose I may be bound to say, more accurately, 
Breed's Hill. The other formerly belonged to the grandfather 
of Mrs. Prescott, — the gallant Captain Linzee, of the British 
Royal Navy, — and was worn by him on the same eventful 
day, while in command of the sloop-of-war " Falcon," riding at 
anchor in the Charles River, opposite to the above-mentioned 
hill, and charged with the duty of cannonading the rebels 
assembled there or in its neighborhood, so as to make Colonel 
Prescott's ill-protected position as disagreeable and untenable 
as possible. 

It was certainly a curious coincidence, that, in the train of 
human events, these weapons, which former owners would 
have been ready on that day, as public enemies, to bury in 
each other's bosoms, had occasion required it, should have 
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been brought, by the marriage of their descendants of the 
third generation, into such an amiable relation as to hang 
peacefully together, a principal ornament to a scholar's room 
fitted up expressly for literary and historical pursuits. 

One who knew Prescott well may easily imagine what a 
field these incidents afforded for the play of his lively fancy 
in a genial mood ; and his mood was seldom any other with 
his friends. I wish it were possible to give a little interest to 
this letter by recalling his own language in some of the many 
varied remarks, always spirited and entertaining, often highly 
interesting, and at times overflowing with his own sparkling 
wit, which, on different occasions, I have heard fall from his 
lips on the suggestion of this theme, when the attention of his 
guests happened to be called to his military possessions. But, 
alas ! there was no Boswell in the company ; and the spirit of 
the remarks has fled with that of their author, leaving behind 
only a cluster of impressions and associations most agreeable 
for friends to dwell upon, but such as can never be conveyed 
to others, who know him only through his published works. 
Yet I think you will agree with me, that even those of your 
Society who have never enjoyed the high pleasure of hearing 
his own comments on these revolutionary relics, and the anec- 
dotes of that period which they naturally recall, or the inci- 
dents of more modern date which brought the two to be 
united to one hand,- — members, indeed, not of the present 
day only, but who will fill your places in future generations, 
as preservers of the cherished memories of Massachusetts, — 
will not fail to find an especial interest in these heirlooms 
of departed heroes of our Revolutionary War, not merely 
because they are so, and thus intimately associated with a 
memorable day of battle, but for the further reason of new, 
superadded associations, derived from the place whence they 
last come, and where they constituted, for many years, objects 
of dear regard to a distinguished man of letters. It may be 
something, I fancy, even for the ear of posterity, to be able to 
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say of such curiosities, " Here are some of our jewels. They 
once armed the hands of distinguished warriors, hostilely 
opposed in the first great fight for American independence ; 
but they afterwards came, by regular channels of descent and 
matrimonial alliance, to adorn for years the library of a great 
historian, of whom Massachusetts is as justly proud as of any 
son who ever led her military forces in the day of her great 
struggle. Through him they came to us." 

Indeed, when we look to the remote future, let me ask, 
may not even a stronger assurance of permanent historical 
interest, attaching itself to these relics, be derived from their 
intimate connection with the closet of the historian, than from 
their former place in the battle-field where his ancestor com- 
manded ? To estimate this rightly, one need hardly be re- 
minded that the world persists, and probably ever will, in a 
misnomer, already once alluded to, of this very battle-field ; 
while in our time, nay, within half a century from the day of 
that battle, we have seen it questioned, and seriously contro- 
verted, who was the real commander of the raAV troops assem- 
bled in the breastwork on Breed's Hill, which first taught 
Great Britain to respect the enemies she had created. But, 
while print endures, never can it be doubted who was that 
remarkable Bostonian, who by singular perseverance against 
the most discouraging obstacles, a will which could control 
forces more difficult to manage than those which his ancestor 
commanded, and a patient self-culture beyond all common 
example, trained his naturally brilliant but somewhat excursive 
qualities of mind, until he made himself, — using those words 
in their truest sense, — what no one denies him to have been, 
— one of the most eminent historians of the time in which he 
lived. Perhaps I might safely go one step further, without 
fear of being charged with exaggeration through the partial- 
ity of friendship. I think it may be truly said, that by these 
means, added to untiring diligence of research and a most 
careful sifting of his authorities, he made himself the most 
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widely celebrated historical writer of the day ; for his works 
are already known and held in the highest estimation by 
scholars, and men of letters, all over the world. Yet this is 
not all. This is equally true of a select number of other 
modern historians. But it is more peculiar to Prescott's his- 
tories, that, while so esteemed by the learned everywhere, 
they are, at the same time, eminently popular reading, and 
that not where the English language only is read. With such 
a limitation, the same might with equal truth be said of 
Irving, Macaulay, and some others. So, to the almost Euro- 
pean extent of the French language, the like remark doubtless 
might be made concerning several highly reputed historians 
of that nation. But some, at least, of the histories of Prescott, 
have become, through manifold translation, popular reading in 
the vernacular of almost every country where a civilized lan- 
guage is spoken. They have not stopped short of the frozen 
regions of Eussia, where a translation into the language of 
that country is recently announced. It is this polyglot popu- 
larity, if I may coin such a phrase, which, to so great an 
extent, I think may be claimed as distinctive of these remark- 
able productions, compared with those of any other modern 
historian, — of any, at least, whose writings are equal to satis- 
fying at once the judgment of sound critics and the taste of 
the many, and which are found to exist, in a form readable 
by the many, to the extent of some one, or two, or at most, 
and very rarely, three living languages. Prescott's are read 
in at least double that number. This is surely evidence to 
support the claim of the most wide contemporaneous celebrity ; 
and when we add to such uncommonly diffuse popularity the 
consideration of sterling merits, in the judgment of the most 
select critics, for depth of research and accuracy of statement, 
adorned by a singularly captivating style, it seems hardly rash 
to conclude, that these works, clothed with the immortality 
of the printed page, will constitute a monument far more 
enduring than that which we have built for perpetuity, in 
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solid stone, on the height which Colonel Prescott so nobly 
defended. 

The right of that glorious ancestor to be called the com- 
mander of the day, may indeed, through all time, be occasion- 
ally called into question, as it has been ; but no man assuredly 
will ever cast a shadow of doubt on the title of his more 
widely known descendant to the authority of works which are 
already published and distributed wherever civilization reads. 
Is it not, then, something more than probable, that he, of 
Europe or of America, whose eye may rest, at some period of 
the distant future, on these little memorials, with knowledge 
of their history, will refer his first sensation of interest to the 
author of the " Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella," and of all 
the brilliant train which followed it, before he goes back to 
a somewhat dimmer period to elicit a new emotion growing 
out of their connection with our Revolutionary annals ? 

By an extract, which I have transcribed below, from the 
will of Mr Prescott, you will see, my dear sir, that the one of 
the two swords which possesses for Americans the chief his- 
torical value — that of Colonel Prescott — is bequeathed to 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, " as a curiosity suitable 
to be preserved among their collections ; " while the title of 
Mr. Prescott to that which came from his wife's family, and 
of which he may have considered himself rather a depositary 
than the absolute owner, is left to Mrs. Prescott to dispose of 
as she should think proper. 

My duty, as a mere executor of Mr. Prescott's will, would 
be discharged, therefore, by causing to be delivered to the 
Society the former of these swords alone ; but I am very happy 
to be commissioned to add, that Mrs. Prescott and the other 
heirs of Captain Linzee unite in requesting me to present 
at the same time, in their behalf, the sword of their ancestor 
also, that, should such be the pleasure of the Society, the 
two, enriched by all the memories which now belong to them, 
may still hang together on its walls, as they have, through so 
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many years, on the walls of their late possessor, — an emblem, 
let us hope, of perpetual peace between kindred nations, 
whose opposition in arms they once represented. 

Through the kind agency of our mutual friend Mr. Ticknor, 
who will be present at the approaching meeting of your Socie- 
ty, I am enabled, by his hands, to make actual delivery, on 
that occasion, both of the sword which now becomes its pro- 
perty throiigh the will of Mr. Prescott, and of its fellow, pre- 
sented by the heirs of Captain Linzee ; and, with my best 
wishes for the continual prosperity of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society, I am also personally, 

With the truest regard, 

Your friend and servant, 

W. H. Gardiner. 

EXTRACT FROM MR. PRESCOTT'S WILL. 

Thirteenth Item. — The sword which belonged to my grand- 
father, Colonel William Prescott, worn by him in the battle of 
Bunker Hill, I give to the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
as a curiosity suitable to be preserved among their collections ; 
and the sword which belonged to my wife's grandfather, Cap- 
tain Linzee, of the British Royal Navy, who commanded one 
of the enemy's ships during the same battle, I give to my 
wife. 

Immediately after the reading of Mr. Gardiner's com- 
munication, the two swords which it conveyed to the 
Society, and which till that moment had remained 
covered on the officers' table, were exposed to the view 
of the members ; and the following resolutions, offered 
by the President, were unanimously adopted ; viz. : — 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Historical Society receive 
and accept with the deepest sensibility and gratitude the 



1859.] RECEPTION OF MR. PRESCOTf'S GIFT. 265 

swords of Colonel William Prescott and Captain Linzee, which 
have so long adorned the library of our late beloved asso- 
ciate, William H. Prescott ; that we prize them as precious 
memorials of a period when the unhappy conflicts of kindred 
countries were overruled, by a merciful Providence, to the 
ultimate interests and advantage of both, in the establish- 
ment of American liberty and independence ; that we shall 
ever cherish them, as our lamented friend cherished them, as 
touching relics of a struggle, of which all the bitterness and 
rancor are forgotten, and nothing but the glorious results 
remembered ; and that we will preserve them, not only, as 
he preserved them, in token of the bravery and gallantry 
of those with whom he was united by ties of affection or of 
blood, but with the added and enhanced interest which must 
ever attach to them as having been among the peculiar 
treasures of one who connected the noblest achievements of 
literature with a family name which was already associated 
with the highest distinctions of the forum and of the field. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be instructed, in 
connection with the Cabinet-keeper, to arrange the swords of 
Colonel Prescott and Captain Linzee in a conspicuous place 
in our halls, crossing each other as they were crossed in the 
library of our lamented friend, and with a suitable and legible 
inscription setting forth their history to the time at which 
they were presented to this Society, and the circumstances 
under which they were received. 

Resolved, That attested copies of these resolutions, signed 
by the President and Recording Secretary, be communicated 
to Mrs. William H. Prescott, and to William H. Gardiner, Esq., 
the friend and executor of the late accomplished historian, 
with an expression of our best thanks for the most acceptable 
and obliging manner in which the kindness of the living has 
co-operated with the expressed wishes of the dead in intrust- 
ing to the guardianship of this Society these precious histori- 
cal memorials. 

34 
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Before the adoption of the resolutions, Mr. Ticknor, 
on rising to second them, gave utterance, in a very 
touching manner, to the feelings which the communi- 
cation of Mr. Gardiner had awakened ; confirming 
and illustrating with great force the allusion made by 
Mr. Gardiner to the patient and persevering self-culture, 
beyond all common example, by which Mr. Prescott had 
made himself one of the most eminent of historians 
and estimable of men. 

Mr. Sears read the following letter from Mr. J. 
Lothrop Motley, of this Society, to his friend William 
Amory, Esq., written at the moment of his receiving 
the intelligence of the death of Mr. Prescott : — 

Letter from J. Lothrop Motley. 

Rome, 26th February, 1859. 

My dear Amory, — This is the first post-day from this place 
for America since we heard of Prescott's death. Two or 
three days ago, I had been holding " Galignani's Messenger" in 
my hand for a quarter of an hour, looking from one column to 
another rather listlessly, when all at once my eye fell upon a 
single line of a telegraph communication announcing this fatal 
event. You may imagine how suddenly and deeply affected 
we were by this unexpected intelligence ; for every account 
that I had been able to procure for a year past had led me to 
the conclusion, that many years of happy and vigorous life 
were before him. I shall not say more of the effect produced 
within our own household by the news. Many tears have 
been shed for him in distant parts of the world ; for it was 
impossible for any man or woman, that had ever enjoyed the 
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privilege of his intimate acquaintance, not to feel that in his 
death they had sustained a severe personal loss ; for it was 
the great characteristic of Prescott, that he alwaj^s inspired 
affection. I never in my life heard any one, that knew him, 
speak of him except with warm expressions of personal at 
tachment. Every one was proud of him, every one admired 
him, and all those who had the honor of his acquaintance 
loved him. It seemed that envy, which is so apt to haunt 
the steps of an illustrious man like his shadow, had been 
unable to fasten upon him. No one, who had looked upon his 
gentle, charming countenance, and been warmed in the sun- 
shine of his most genial and sympathetic smile, and knew the 
frank, unaffected, sincere, faithful, generous qualities of his 
whole nature, could help participating, as it were, with him,, 
in the enjoyment of his triumphs, instead of feeling any wish 
to detract from his nobly gained reputation. 

I have not the slightest inclination, in writing to you on 
this occasion, my dear Amory, to pronounce a eulogy upon 
your friend and brother; but I feel, for my own relief, an 
absolute necessity of speaking to you about him. I do not 
feel authorized to intrude upon the sacred grief of your 
sister's desolute fireside ; for I know that there all language, 
even the words of praise and affection, is an idle mockery. 
Those nearest and dearest to him know best the bitterness of 
their own hearts ; and I feel that it would be a profanation on 
my part to address myself personally to them. But you, 
whom I am proud to call my dear and intimate friend, know 
how deeply I valued and honored Prescott; and you will be 
willing, I am sure, whenever and in whatever way you think 
proper, to express to your sister the deep personal sorrow 
which both my wife and myself feel in his loss. 

I don't wish to speak to you of him as an author : my heart 
is too full of the man and the friend to think of the historian. 
Besides, it would be quite superfluous, almost an impertinence, 
to talk about his literary celebrity. Wherever the English 



268 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [APRIL, 

language is spoken, — over the whole earth, — his name is 
perfectly familiar. We all of us know what his place was 
in America. But I can also say, that, in eight years passed 
abroad, I never met a single educated person, of whatever 
nation, that was not well acquainted with his fame, and hardly 
one who had not read his works. No living American name 
is so widely spread over the whole world. I do not know 
whether he was himself aware — a fact which I have not long 
since become acquainted with — that his works were trans- 
lated into the Russian language, and well known in that coun- 
try. Of course, in all the more civilized tongues, they have 
long since been part and parcel of each national literature. 

I feel inexpressibly disappointed — speaking now, for an 
jnstant, purely from a literary point of view — that the noble 
and crowning monument of his life, for which he had laid such 
massive foundations, and the structure of which had been 
carried forward in such a grand and masterly manner, must 
remain uncompleted, like the unfinished peristyle of some 
stately and beautiful temple on which the night of time has 
suddenly descended. But, still, the works which his great 
and untiring hand had already thoroughly finished will re- 
main to attest his learning and genius, — a precious and per- 
petual possession for his country. 

But, as I have already said, I do not wish to talk about 
him as the great author. I deeply regret that I cannot be 
with you now, that we might talk together for hours over his 
noble and genial and winning qualities of mind and heart. 
You know how kind and generous and sympathetic he always 
was to me, from the first moment that I had decided to enroll 
myself in the profession of which he was then one of the 
world's acknowledged chiefs. You may not remember the 
circumstances; which, however, I have often mentioned to 
you: but, when I forget them, I hope that my right hand 
may forget its cunning. 

It seems to me but as yesterday — though it must be now 
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twelve years ago — that I was talking with our ever-lamented 
friend Stackpole about my intention of writing a history 
upon a subject to which I have since that time been devoting 
myself. I had then made already some general studies in 
reference to it, without being in the least aware that Prescott 
had the intention of writing the history of Philip II. Stack- 
pole had heard the fact, and that large preparations had 
already been made for the work, although " Peru " had not yet 
been published. I felt naturally much disappointed. I was 
conscious of the immense disadvantage to myself of making 
my appearance, probably at the same time, before the public 
with a work not at all similar in plan to Philip II., but which 
must, of necessity, traverse a portion of the same ground. 
My first thought was, inevitably, as it were, only of myself. 
It seemed to me that I had nothing to do but to abandon at 
once a cherished dream, and probably to renounce author- 
ship ; for I had not first made up my mind to write a history, 
and then cast about to take up a subject. My subject had 
taken up me, drawn me on, and absorbed me into itself. It 
was necessary for me, it seemed, to write the book I had been 
thinking much of, even if it were destined to fall dead from 
the press ; and I had no inclination or interest to write any 
other. When I had made up my mind accordingly, it then 
occurred to me that Prescott might not be pleased that I 
should come forward upon his ground. It is true that no 
announcement of his intentions had been made, and that he 
had not, I believe, even commenced his preliminary studies 
for Philip. At the same time, I thought it would be disloyal 
on my part not to go to him at once, confer with him on the 
subject, and, if I should find a shadow of dissatisfaction on his 
mind at my proposition, to abandon my plan altogether. 

I had only the slightest acquaintance with him at that 
time. I was comparatively a young man, and certainly not 
entitled on any ground to more than common courtesy, which 
Prescott never could refuse any one ; but he received me 
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with such a frank and ready and liberal sympathy, and such 
an open-hearted, guileless expansiveness, that I felt a personal 
affection for him from that hour. I remember the interview 
as if it had taken place yesterday. It was in his father's 
house, in his own library, looking on the garden. House and 
garden, honored father and illustrious son, alas ! all num- 
bered with the things that were. He assured me that he 
had not the slightest objection whatever to my plan ; that he 
wished me every success ; and that, if there were any books 
in his library, bearing on my subject, that I liked to use, they 
were entirely at my service. After I had expressed my grati- 
tude for his kindness and cordiality, by which I had been in 
a very few moments set completely at ease, so far as my 
fears of his disapprobation went, I also very naturally stated 
my opinion, that the danger was entirely mine, and that it 
was rather wilful of me thus to risk such a collision at my 
first venture, the probable consequence of which was utter 
shipwreck. I recollect how kindly and warmly he combated 
this opinion ; assixring me that no two books, as he said, 
ever injured each other, and encouraging me in the warmest 
and most earnest manner to proceed on the course I had 
marked out for myself. 

Had the result of that interview been different; had he 
distinctly stated, or even vaguely hinted, that it would be as 
well if I should select some other topic ; or had he only 
sprinkled me with the cold water of conventional and common- 
place encouragement, — I should have gone from him with a 
chill upon my mind, and, no doubt, have laid down the pen at 
once ; for, as I have already said, it was not that I cared about 
writing a history, but that I felt an inevitable impulse to write 
one particular history. 

You know how kindly he always spoke of and to me ; and 
the generous manner in which, without the slightest hint 
from me, and entirely unexpected by me, he attracted the 
eyes of his hosts of readers to my forthcoming work, by so 
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handsomely alluding to it in the preface to his own, must be 
almost as fresh in your memory as it is in mine. And although 
it seems easy enough for a man of world-wide reputation 
thus to extend the right hand of fellowship to an unknown 
and struggling aspirant, yet I fear that the history of litera- 
ture will show that such instances of disinterested kindness 
are as rare as they are noble. 

I have said enough upon this theme ; but I do not apologize 
for egotism, for it is not egotism. I wished to illustrate, by a 
matter very important to me personally, many very prominent 
characteristics in our friend's nature, — generosity, ready 
power of sympathizing, truthfulness, frankness, too bright for 
any disguise. No mask ever hid that most sunny and attrac- 
tive face from the world's eyes ; and those who knew him the 
best and the longest loved him the most. It seems to me 
impossible to think of Boston without Prescott, as if the 
place was no longer the same. There are many great men 
over whom the earth can close like water, and leave no trace 
of their appearance ; but it seems as if the whole heart of 
our community must be wounded by such a calamity as his 
death, and that a shadow must come over every household. 
Every one in America and out of America honored and ad- 
mired him ; but, in Boston, every one loved him. 

For myself, when I reflect that I shall never again press 
his friendly hand, and listen to his kind and gentle voice, and 
enjoy his most delightful companionship, I feel that I, too, 
have lost what can never be restored to me, and that I have a 
right to claim my part in the great sorrow which has befallen 
us all. 

Believe me, my dear Amory, 

Ever most sincerely your friend, 

(Signed) J. L. Motley. 
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Dr. Blagden, of the Committee for nominating 
officers, reported the following list; and the persons 
therein named were elected: — 



President. 
Host. ROBERT C. WINTHROP, LL.D Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

JARED SPARKS, LL.D Cambridge. 

Hon. DAVID SEARS, A.M Boston. 

Recording Secretary. 
Rev. CHANDLER ROBBINS, D.D Boston. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
JOSEPH WILLARD, A.M Boston. 

Treasurer. 
Hon. RICHARD FROTHINGHAM, Jun., A.M Charlestown. 

Librarian. 
Rev. SAMUEL K. LOTHROP, D.D Boston. 

Cabinet-Keeper. 
NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, M.D Boston. 

Standing Committee. 

Hon. EMORY WASHBURN, LL.D Cambridge. 

Hon. LORENZO SABINE, A.M Roxbury. 

CHARLES DEANE, A.M Cambridge. 

Hon. SOLOMON LINCOLN, A.M Hingham. 

HENRY A. WHITNEY, A.M Boston. 
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Resolved, That the cordial thanks of the Society be 
presented to Edward Belknap, Esq., for his thoughtful 
liberality in furnishing at his own charge, for the vol- 
ume of Proceedings just printed, the engravings of 
"Washington, and of their respected founder, Dr. Bel- 
knap, from the original portraits in his possession. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be directed 
to present the thanks of the Society to the other gentle- 
men who have generously contributed towards the other 
illustrations in this volume of Proceedings. 

Mr. Warren, from the Publishing Committee, reported 
that progress had been made in the preparation of a 
new volume of the Collections. 

Voted, That the Committee on the Treasurer's ac- 
counts — viz., Messrs. Bowditch, William Appleton, and 
Sturgis — be authorized to make such expenditures 
for the security of the Society's building against fire 
as they may deem to be necessary. 



SPECIAL MEETING. 

A special meeting of the Society was held this even- 
ing, April 28, at the house of the Hon. R. C. Winthrop. 
The members were called to order by the President, at 
eight o'clock, who introduced the business of the meet- 
ing by a few remarks, and the reading of the following 
letter from Sir Robert Carr, Knt., one of the Commis- 
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